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Agenda

Registration and Breakfast
Welcome and Introductions
Some Logistics
The DSTEP-A Rating Form
Dakota Link
Break
The DSTEP-A Body of Evidence
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Updates

Only students meeting significant cognitive 
disability criteria can take Dakota STEP-A
Result of 2% regulations located at:  
http://www.ed.gov/admins/lead/speced/too
lkit/index.html
Assessment brochure and flowchart 
updated at:  
http://doe.sd.gov/oess/specialed/index.asp
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STAARS – Science and Social Studies

State must provide alternate assessments in 
all areas tested on the general assessment
Test downloaded at: 
http://doe.sd.gov/oess/specialed/news/altas
sessment.asp
Test window now until end of school year
Do not send to Harcourt or State Dept.
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What Is the DSTEP-A?

The DSTEP-Alternate is a standards-based 
assessment that is administered to students with 
Individualized Education Programs (IEPs) who, 
because of significant cognitive disabilities, are 
unable to participate in the DSTEP, even with 
necessary accommodations. 
The DSTEP-A is appropriate for the limited 
number of students working primarily within the 
Alternate Content Standards.
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What Does the DSTEP-A Look Like?

Rating Scale
Completed by 2 different raters
Covers reading and mathematics
Aligned with the South Dakota Alternate 
Academic Content Standards

Body of Evidence
Captures authentic student work
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January 9–12, 2006 Pretest workshops
January 23, 2006 Scheduled delivery of Dakota STEP-A assessment 

materials
January 27, 2006 Material shortages and requests for additional 

assessment materials must be reported to the 
Harcourt Customer Support Center.

Feb. 6–Mar. 17, 2006Dakota STEP-A Administration
March 22, 2006 LAST DAY for scorable documents to be picked up 

by UPS
March 24, 2006 LAST DAY for scorable documents to be delivered 

to the Harcourt Assessment Scoring Center
April 25-26 2006 Standard Setting
May 26, 2006 Districts receive Dakota STEP-A results 

Critical Dates
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As test coordinator, your primary responsibility is to 
act as a liaison between the Special Education 
Teachers/Colleagues and Harcourt. Your major 
responsibilities include:

Verify the shipment of materials 
Distribute test materials to Special Education 

teachers and verify that an accurate accounting of 
materials is maintained

Inspect the packaging of assessment materials 
returned by the Special Education teachers

Return scorable materials on or before March 22

Test Coordinator’s Responsibilities
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Packing List
Cover Letter
Master File Sheet(s)
SSID Sheets (pre-filled & blank)
UPS Return Information & Labels
Hot Pink Peel & Stick Labels (for SCORABLE 
materials)
Green Peel & Stick Labels (for 
NONSCORABLE materials)
Envelopes for packaging student materials

Test Coordinator’s Kit
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Assembly and Packing of Materials 
for EACH Student

Student Materials: Special Education teachers are 
responsible for packaging the assessment materials for 
each student. Use the Data Collection Forms as cover 
sheets to accompany evidence of student work. 
Organize the evidence of work by content area 
(Reading/Language Arts or Mathematics), and insert the 
work samples with Data Collection Forms attached into 
the envelopes provided. Write the number and total 
number of envelopes (1 of 4, 2 of 4, etc.) on each 
envelope in the upper right-hand corner.
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Assembly and Packing of Materials 
for EACH Student
Organize the materials for each student in the following 

order from bottom to top.
1. Place the two completed Rating Forms at the bottom of the stack.
2. Place the Mathematics Body of Evidence materials (with student’s work 

attached to Data Collection Forms) in the Mathematics envelope provided. 
Fill in the student’s name, the student’s ID number, and the school name on 
the label. Stack the envelope on top of the completed Rating Forms.

3. Place the Reading/Language Arts Body of Evidence materials (with
student’s work attached to Data Collection Forms) in the 
Reading/Language Arts envelope provided. Fill in the student’s name, the 
student’s ID number, and the school name on the label. Stack the envelope 
on top of the Mathematics Body of Evidence materials.

4. Place the assembled material into a larger, padded envelope (or box if 
necessary) and label it with the student’s full name, the student’s ID 
number, and the school name.
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Assembly and Packing of Materials 
for EACH Student 
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Assembly and Packing of Materials 
for Each School

Student materials are to be grouped by 
grade for each school with a completed 
SSID sheet.
Refer to pages 8 and 9 of the TCH for 
completing SSID sheets
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Assembly and Packing of Materials 
for Each School



15

Assembly and Packing Materials 
for Each District

District materials are to be organized and 
packaged by school and grade in the order 
listed on the Master File Sheet.
Refer to pages 10 and 11 of the TCH for 
completing the Master File Sheet.
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Assembly and Packing Materials 
for Each District
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Reminders

Carefully seal and label the box(es) to ensure that the scorable 
materials are contained safely in the box and place the “Hot Pink” 
return label with “South Dakota DSTEP-A Assessment Materials” on 
the box.

Place the Second (2nd) day air, UPS label addressed to:
Harcourt

C/o Processing Center
AccuData Services, Inc.

17317 Bell North Dr.
Schertz, TX 78154

Attn:  Joan Patteson, Project Manager

Contact UPS to pick up of materials at least 24 hours in advance. 
MARCH 22 is the last day that scorable materials can be picked up.
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Harcourt Contact List

Customer Support Center SPECTRUM
Harcourt Assessment, Inc. Enrollment Data
19500 Bulverde Road                                 Contact/Address changes
San Antonio, TX 78259                               Test Materials                         
Phone:  1-800-763-2306 Status of Shipments
Fax:  1-800-634-0424 Administration Instructions
E-mail: customersupportcenter@harcourt.com Packing and Returning Materials

Customer Services Ordering Off Grade Materials
Phone:  1-800-211-8378 Ordering OLSAT Materials         
Fax:  1-800-232-1223 Ordering Home School Test Materials               
P. O. Box 708912 Ordering Ancillary Test Support 
Materials
San Antonio, TX 78270-8912

Scoring Services Hot Line Pre-Identification Services
1-800-328-5999                                        Off-Grade Scoring Scoring Service

Resolution of Scoring Issues
Scoring Services
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The DSTEP-A Rating Form
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Filling Out the Rating Form
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Add It Up!



Complete the 
Demographic 
Data Page

Don’t forget to get 
a second opinion 

(Rater #2)
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DakotaLink

http://dakotalink.tie.net



25

Body of Evidence

Evidence of actual student work
Work samples
Annotated photographs
Brief videos
Scripted audio files
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Evidence Must Be

Aligned to a grade-level standard 
The skill must come from the grade-level 
Alternate Content Standards of the grade in 
which the student is enrolled.

Exemplary of performance
Clear and understandable to an 
independent third party evaluator
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Reading (4 Entries)

Indicator 1: Students are able to apply various reading 
strategies to comprehend and interpret text.
Indicator 2:  Students are able to evaluate text structures, 
literary elements, and literary devices within various 
genres to develop interpretations and form responses.
Indicator 3:  Students are able to interpret and respond to 
diverse works from various cultures and time periods.
Indicator 4: Students are able to retrieve, analyze, 
synthesize, and evaluate a variety of informational texts.
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Mathematics (5 Entries)

Strand 1: Algebra
Strand 2: Geometry
Strand 3: Measurement
Strand 4: Number Sense
Strand 5: Statistics and Probability



Reading = 4
Math = 5

Fill this out 
completely. It will 

make evidence clear 
for scorers ☺
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Scoring Rubrics

Required 
evidence of 
student 
performance was 
not submitted
or was unclear.

Student 
demonstrates 
skills based on 
Introducing level 
skills.

Student 
demonstrates 
skills based on 
Developing level 
skills.

Student 
demonstrates 
skills based on 
Applying level 
skills.

Student 
demonstrates 
skills based on 
Advancing level 
skills.

Complexity
Level



Required 
evidence of 
student 
performance 
was not 
submitted
or was unclear.

Student 
demonstrates 
the skill in one 
setting.

Student 
demonstrates 
the skill in more 
than one setting. 
(2 settings)

Student 
demonstrates 
the skill in 
multiple settings.
(3 or more 
settings)

Setting

Required 
evidence of 
student 
performance 
was not 
submitted
or was unclear.

Student 
demonstrates 
the skill once.

Student 
demonstrates 
the skill more 
than once.
(2 times)

Student 
demonstrates 
the skill 
consistently.
(3 or more 
times)

Frequency of 
Performance

Required 
evidence of 
student 
performance 
was not 
submitted
or was unclear.

Student 
demonstrates 
the skill with 
extensive 
support.
(0-24% 
independent)

Student 
demonstrates 
the skill with 
minimal support.
(25-79% 
independent)

Student 
demonstrates 
the skill without 
support.
(80-100% 
independent)

Level of 
Support

Required 
evidence of 
student 
performance 
was not 
submitted
or was unclear.

Student 
demonstrates 0-
24% accuracy 
on the skill.

Student 
demonstrates 
25-79% 
accuracy on the 
skill.

Student 
demonstrates 
80-100% 
accuracy on the 
skill.

Accuracy
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Sample Entries

Here are a few examples for you to 
consider.





Matthew
February 20

We taped shapes 
in the hallway. 

Matt had to find the angles.

He needed reminders, 
but performed the task.

7.A.G.1.2





Matt

7.A.M.1.1
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Planning Worksheet

The planning worksheet can be used to help 
when preparing for the alternate 
assessment and IEPs.
Look for it soon. It will be posted on the 
Special Education Program’s website.





IEP

Classroom Activities

Standards

The greater the overlap, 
the more comprehensive 

and unified the 
instruction will be.
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Next Steps

Additional Training: Connecting IEPs to 
State Standards
Proposing revising layout of standards and 
descriptors to Board of Education 1-25-06
Workgroups
Listserv
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Connecting IEPs to State Standards

March 7 – Rapid
March 8 – Chamberlain
March 9 – Sioux Falls

9:30-3:30

Register at www.southdakotapd.com
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Workgroups

Cut score setting April 25-26(need 60-75 
special education  teachers)
Reading alignment reconciliation for  STEP-
A on March 27,  1:00-5:00 and STEP on 
March 28, 8:00-5:00 
Summer of 2006- Reading/Language Arts 
Content Standards’ Revision
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Proposed Revisions to Standards
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Summary Document
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Listserv

Special Ed Alternate:  
http://listserv.state.sd.us/archives/spedalter
nate.html

Ask questions about alternate assessment and 
alternate standards
Share teaching ideas and technology

Special Ed Listserv:  
http://doe.sd.gov/oess/specialed/index.asp

Listed under Online Resources


